
 

 

ROMANTIC POETRY 

Introduction 

Romantic Poetry occupies a central position in the history of English literature. The Romantic 

movement developed towards the end of the eighteenth century and became particularly 

influential during the early decades of the nineteenth century. In English literature, the period 

is generally associated with the publication of Lyrical Ballads by William Wordsworth and 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge in 1798. 

Romantic poetry emerged partly as a reaction against the dominant literary conventions of the 

eighteenth century. The eighteenth century had given considerable importance to reason, order, 

balance, restraint, classical rules, and social convention. Romantic poets, without completely 

rejecting reason, placed greater emphasis on emotion, imagination, individual experience, 

nature, freedom, and spontaneity. 

The Romantic poet turned from the artificial social world to the natural world and from 

conventional literary subjects to ordinary human experience. The lives of common people, rural 

landscapes, childhood, memory, dreams, imagination, supernatural experiences, and personal 

emotions became important poetic subjects. 

Romantic poetry is therefore not merely poetry about beautiful natural scenery. It represents a 

broader transformation in the way poets understood human beings, nature, imagination, 

society, and the function of poetry. 

The major English Romantic poets include William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats. The earlier generation also includes 

William Blake, whose poetry anticipates many Romantic concerns. 

 



 

 

1. Meaning of Romanticism 

The term “Romanticism” is difficult to define in a single sentence because it refers to a broad 

intellectual, artistic, cultural, and literary movement. 

In literature, Romanticism generally emphasizes: 

• imagination rather than mechanical reason, 

• emotion rather than emotional restraint, 

• individual experience rather than social convention, 

• nature rather than artificial urban culture, 

• freedom rather than rigid rules, 

• spontaneity rather than excessive formality, 

• the ordinary and common rather than only the heroic and aristocratic, 

• the mysterious and supernatural rather than only the rational, 

• creative individuality rather than imitation of classical models. 

Romanticism should not therefore be understood simply as sentimental or emotional writing. 

It represents a new way of looking at the world. 

The Romantic poet believes that imagination can reveal truths that ordinary reason cannot fully 

discover. Nature is not merely a background for human action; it may be a living presence 

capable of influencing the human mind and spirit. 

 

2. Historical Background of Romantic Poetry 



 

 

Romantic poetry developed during a period of major political and social transformation. 

Several historical events and intellectual developments influenced Romantic writers. 

The French Revolution of 1789 was particularly significant. Its ideals of liberty, equality, and 

fraternity inspired many young writers. The Revolution created hope for a new social and 

political order, although the violence associated with the later stages of the Revolution caused 

disappointment among some writers. 

The Industrial Revolution also transformed British society. Factories, urbanization, 

population growth, poverty, and changing economic relationships altered traditional ways of 

life. 

Romantic poets responded to these changes in different ways. 

Wordsworth, for example, became deeply interested in rural life and ordinary people. His 

poetry often contrasts the simplicity of natural life with the pressures of modern civilization. 

Other poets, such as Shelley and Byron, used poetry to express political ideals, opposition to 

tyranny, and the desire for freedom. 

Thus, Romantic poetry developed in a period of both political revolution and social 

transformation. 

 

3. Reaction Against Neoclassicism 

Romantic poetry developed partly in reaction against the dominant literary principles of the 

eighteenth century, often called Neoclassicism. 

Neoclassical writers valued: 

• reason, 



 

 

• order, 

• balance, 

• decorum, 

• clarity, 

• restraint, 

• classical models, 

• formal poetic structures. 

They frequently looked to ancient Greek and Roman literature as models of artistic excellence. 

The Romantic poets challenged the idea that poetry should be governed primarily by classical 

rules. 

They emphasized instead the creative freedom of the individual poet. 

This does not mean that Romantic poets completely rejected classical literature. Many of them 

were deeply learned and used classical mythology extensively. Their difference lay in the way 

they understood poetic creation. 

For the Romantic poet, poetry should emerge from genuine human experience and imaginative 

vision rather than simply imitate established models. 

 

4. The Importance of Lyrical Ballads 

The publication of Lyrical Ballads by William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge in 

1798 is traditionally regarded as a major landmark in the beginning of English Romantic poetry. 

The collection challenged many established assumptions about poetry. 



 

 

Wordsworth's poems often focused on: 

• rural life, 

• ordinary people, 

• childhood, 

• nature, 

• memory, 

• emotion. 

Coleridge contributed poems involving: 

• imagination, 

• mystery, 

• supernatural events, 

• psychological experience. 

The two poets therefore approached Romantic poetry differently. 

Wordsworth attempted to make ordinary life poetically significant, while Coleridge explored 

extraordinary and supernatural experiences through the power of imagination. 

Together, they demonstrated that poetry could move beyond conventional eighteenth-century 

subjects and techniques. 

 

5. Wordsworth's Theory of Poetry 



 

 

Wordsworth explained his poetic principles in the Preface to Lyrical Ballads, especially in the 

expanded edition of 1802. 

He argued that poetry should deal with the fundamental emotions and experiences of human 

beings. 

He famously described poetry as the “spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings”, while 

also emphasizing that such emotion is connected with recollection and reflection. 

The complete principle is important. 

Wordsworth does not suggest that poetry is simply uncontrolled emotional expression. 

Instead, emotion is experienced strongly and later transformed through reflection and memory. 

Thus, poetic creation involves: 

Experience → Emotion → Recollection → Reflection → Poetry 

This theory places personal experience and emotional truth at the centre of poetry. 

 

6. Ordinary Life as a Subject of Poetry 

One of Wordsworth's major contributions to Romantic poetry was his emphasis on ordinary 

life. 

Earlier poetic traditions often preferred elevated subjects, heroic characters, mythology, 

aristocratic life, and formal diction. 

Wordsworth believed that ordinary people could possess profound emotional experiences. 

His poems frequently present: 

• shepherds, 



 

 

• farmers, 

• children, 

• travellers, 

• solitary figures, 

• rural families, 

• poor and marginalized people. 

The importance of this approach lies in Wordsworth's belief that human dignity does not depend 

upon social status. 

A simple rural individual may experience love, grief, loneliness, memory, and spiritual insight 

as deeply as a king or hero. 

 

7. The Theme of Nature 

Nature is perhaps the most important subject in Romantic poetry. 

However, Romantic poets do not treat nature merely as scenery. 

For Wordsworth especially, nature is a moral, spiritual, emotional, and psychological force. 

In poems such as: 

• “Tintern Abbey,” 

• “Lines Written in Early Spring,” 

• “The Tables Turned,” 

• “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” 



 

 

nature influences the poet's mind and emotions. 

In “Tintern Abbey,” for example, the poet reflects on how his relationship with nature has 

changed over time. 

Nature first gives him physical pleasure. Later, remembered natural experiences become a 

source of spiritual strength. 

Nature therefore becomes a teacher and a source of moral and emotional development. 

 

8. Nature as a Living Presence 

For many Romantic poets, nature appears almost alive. 

Wordsworth often treats natural objects as possessing a spiritual significance. 

Mountains, rivers, trees, clouds, flowers, birds, and landscapes become connected with human 

consciousness. 

This relationship can be described as a nature-human relationship rather than simply a 

landscape description. 

The poet does not stand outside nature as a detached observer. 

Instead, the poet experiences himself as part of the natural world. 

This idea is central to Romantic poetry. 

 

9. Pantheistic Tendencies 

Wordsworth's poetry sometimes reveals what critics describe as pantheistic tendencies. 



 

 

Pantheism is the belief, broadly speaking, that the divine is present throughout nature or that 

God and nature are intimately related. 

Wordsworth does not always present a systematic philosophical doctrine of pantheism, but his 

poetry frequently suggests that nature contains a spiritual presence. 

In “Tintern Abbey,” for example, the poet describes a presence that seems to inhabit the natural 

world and connect all living things. 

Nature therefore becomes more than physical matter. 

It becomes a source of spiritual perception. 

 

10. Imagination 

Imagination is another central principle of Romantic poetry. 

Romantic poets believed that imagination could transform ordinary experience into artistic and 

spiritual meaning. 

Coleridge gave particularly important theoretical attention to imagination. 

He distinguished between primary imagination and secondary imagination. 

The primary imagination is the basic human power through which we perceive and experience 

the world. 

The secondary imagination is the creative power of the poet. It reshapes and transforms 

ordinary experience into artistic form. 

Thus, imagination is not simply fantasy. 

It is a creative power that enables the poet to discover deeper relationships between things. 



 

 

 

11. Coleridge and the Supernatural 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge is particularly important for his treatment of the supernatural. 

His poems such as: 

• “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” 

• “Christabel,” 

• “Kubla Khan” 

contain mysterious and supernatural elements. 

However, Coleridge's supernatural poetry is effective because he makes extraordinary events 

appear psychologically and imaginatively believable. 

He described his poetic method as making supernatural elements seem emotionally and 

psychologically credible. 

The reader may not believe literally in the supernatural events, but the poem creates a powerful 

imaginative reality. 

 

12. “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 

“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” is one of the most important poems of English 

Romanticism. 

The poem tells the story of a sailor who commits an apparently senseless act by killing an 

albatross. 

The act produces a series of supernatural consequences. 



 

 

The poem explores: 

• guilt, 

• punishment, 

• isolation, 

• nature, 

• spiritual transformation, 

• human responsibility, 

• redemption. 

The supernatural elements are not included merely to frighten the reader. 

They help Coleridge explore psychological and spiritual questions. 

The Mariner's experience ultimately teaches him to recognize the value of all living creatures. 

 

13. The Concept of the Sublime 

The sublime is an important aesthetic concept in Romantic poetry. 

The sublime refers to an experience of overwhelming greatness, power, beauty, or terror that 

exceeds ordinary human understanding. 

Mountains, oceans, storms, vast landscapes, darkness, infinity, and supernatural experiences 

may produce the feeling of the sublime. 

Romantic poets were fascinated by such experiences because they suggested the limits of 

human reason. 



 

 

The sublime may produce both fear and wonder. 

The individual realizes that human beings are small in comparison with the vastness of nature 

or the universe. 

 

14. Individualism 

Romantic poetry places enormous importance on the individual. 

The Romantic poet frequently explores: 

• personal emotion, 

• private memory, 

• subjective experience, 

• imagination, 

• dreams, 

• personal freedom, 

• individual identity. 

The poet's inner world becomes a legitimate subject of poetry. 

This emphasis on individual consciousness represents a major shift from more socially and 

formally regulated eighteenth-century poetry. 

The Romantic poet often asks: 

Who am I? What do I feel? What do I remember? What do I believe? What does nature 

mean to me? 



 

 

 

15. Emotion and Sensibility 

Romantic poetry gives an important place to emotion. 

Romantic poets explore: 

• love, 

• sorrow, 

• loneliness, 

• joy, 

• nostalgia, 

• fear, 

• hope, 

• wonder, 

• melancholy. 

But Romantic emotion is often connected with reflection. 

Wordsworth's poetry demonstrates that an emotional experience can become meaningful 

through memory. 

Thus, Romantic poetry does not simply celebrate feeling. It examines the relationship between 

feeling, memory, and consciousness. 

 

16. Childhood 



 

 

Childhood is another important Romantic theme. 

Wordsworth believed that children possess a special closeness to nature and imagination. 

As people grow older, social conventions and rational habits may distance them from the 

imaginative vision of childhood. 

This idea appears in poems such as: 

• “Ode: Intimations of Immortality,” 

• “We Are Seven,” 

• “Lucy Gray.” 

Childhood is therefore not merely a period of biological development. 

It represents innocence, imagination, freedom, and a special relationship with nature. 

 

17. Memory 

Memory plays a major role in Romantic poetry. 

For Wordsworth, memory transforms past experiences into sources of present strength. 

A person may experience a natural landscape at one moment but understand its significance 

only later. 

Memory allows the individual to revisit the past and discover new meaning. 

This relationship between past and present is especially important in “Tintern Abbey.” 

Memory therefore becomes an active creative force. 

It does not simply reproduce the past; it reshapes the past in the consciousness of the present. 



 

 

 

18. The Poet as a Special Individual 

Romantic poetry often presents the poet as a sensitive and imaginative individual who 

possesses a special ability to perceive reality. 

The poet is not simply a craftsman following literary rules. 

The poet becomes: 

• observer, 

• thinker, 

• visionary, 

• interpreter of nature, 

• social critic, 

• imaginative creator. 

This idea contributes to the modern conception of the poet as an individual artistic personality. 

 

19. The Poet and Society 

Romantic poets often had a complicated relationship with society. 

Some withdrew from conventional social life and sought solitude. 

Others became active political critics. 

Wordsworth's early enthusiasm for the French Revolution reflects his political idealism. 

Shelley openly criticized political oppression. 



 

 

Byron participated in political causes and supported the Greek struggle for independence. 

Thus, Romantic poetry could be both individualistic and socially concerned. 

 

20. Romanticism and Political Freedom 

Political freedom is a major concern in the poetry of Byron and Shelley. 

Shelley strongly opposed: 

• tyranny, 

• oppression, 

• political injustice, 

• social inequality. 

His poem “The Mask of Anarchy” was written in response to the Peterloo Massacre and 

expresses a powerful desire for political reform. 

In “Ode to the West Wind,” the wind becomes a symbol of revolutionary change and poetic 

inspiration. 

Byron's poetry also expresses rebellion against social and political restrictions. 

The Romantic imagination therefore becomes connected with the idea of freedom. 

 

21. Shelley and Idealism 

Percy Bysshe Shelley is one of the most idealistic Romantic poets. 

His poetry expresses a belief in: 



 

 

• freedom, 

• love, 

• beauty, 

• imagination, 

• social reform, 

• intellectual liberation. 

Shelley's poetry often contrasts the imperfect present with an ideal future. 

The natural world becomes a source of revolutionary energy. 

In “Ode to the West Wind,” the wind represents both destruction and renewal. 

The poet asks the wind to carry his ideas across the world. 

Poetry thus becomes an instrument of transformation. 

 

22. Keats and Beauty 

John Keats represents another important dimension of Romantic poetry. 

His poetry is particularly associated with: 

• beauty, 

• art, 

• imagination, 

• sensuous experience, 

• nature, 



 

 

• mortality, 

• transience. 

Important poems include: 

• “Ode to a Nightingale,” 

• “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” 

• “To Autumn,” 

• “Ode on Melancholy,” 

• “The Eve of St Agnes.” 

Keats believed deeply in the relationship between beauty and artistic truth. 

His poetry is intensely sensuous, but it is also philosophical. 

 

23. Beauty and Mortality in Keats 

Keats's poetry repeatedly explores the tension between beauty and death. 

Human life is temporary. 

Beauty fades. 

Youth disappears. 

Individuals die. 

Art, however, can preserve experiences in a form that seems more permanent. 

This tension is central to “Ode on a Grecian Urn.” 

The figures represented on the urn remain permanently young within the artistic world. 



 

 

Human beings, by contrast, experience time and death. 

Keats therefore uses art to explore the relationship between transience and permanence. 

 

24. Negative Capability 

One of Keats's most important literary ideas is Negative Capability. 

Keats described this as the ability to remain in uncertainties and doubts without immediately 

seeking rational explanations. 

The concept is especially important in understanding Romantic attitudes toward imagination. 

The Romantic poet does not always need to solve every mystery. 

Some experiences may be valuable precisely because they remain mysterious. 

This principle contrasts with an overly rational approach that demands definite answers to 

every question. 

 

25. Romanticism and the Supernatural 

The supernatural is an important feature of Romantic poetry, particularly in Coleridge and 

Blake. 

Romantic poets were fascinated by: 

• ghosts, 

• dreams, 

• visions, 



 

 

• magic, 

• mysterious landscapes, 

• supernatural beings, 

• prophetic experiences. 

However, supernatural elements serve different purposes. 

In Coleridge, they often create psychological and spiritual mystery. 

In Blake, they may represent visionary or symbolic realities. 

The supernatural allows Romantic poets to explore dimensions of experience that ordinary 

rational language cannot fully express. 

 

26. William Blake and Romantic Poetry 

William Blake occupies a special position in English Romanticism. 

His major collections include: 

• Songs of Innocence 

• Songs of Experience 

Blake explores contrasting states of human consciousness. 

“Innocence” is associated with childhood, joy, trust, and simplicity. 

“Experience” is associated with suffering, oppression, social corruption, and loss of innocence. 

Blake also criticized institutional religion, social injustice, child exploitation, and political 

oppression. 



 

 

His poetry combines simplicity of language with complex symbolism. 

 

27. Contrast Between Innocence and Experience 

The contrast between innocence and experience is central to Blake's poetry. 

Blake does not simply say that innocence is good and experience is bad. 

Instead, he presents both as necessary and complex dimensions of human existence. 

Innocence provides joy and trust, but it may lack awareness of suffering. 

Experience provides knowledge of suffering and injustice, but it may also involve corruption 

and loss. 

The contrast therefore represents the complexity of human development. 

 

28. Nature and the Industrial Revolution 

Romantic poetry frequently reflects anxiety about industrialization and urbanization. 

The Industrial Revolution brought economic development, but it also created: 

• crowded cities, 

• pollution, 

• harsh working conditions, 

• poverty, 

• child labour, 

• social inequality. 



 

 

Romantic poets often valued rural environments as alternatives to industrial urban life. 

Wordsworth's poetry repeatedly emphasizes the psychological and spiritual benefits of contact 

with nature. 

This does not mean that Romantic poets were simply against all forms of progress. Rather, they 

questioned a form of progress that ignored human well-being and the natural environment. 

 

29. Romanticism and the Common Man 

The Romantic movement expanded the range of people considered worthy of poetic 

representation. 

Wordsworth's poetry often focuses on ordinary individuals. 

This was a significant literary development. 

A shepherd, a child, a solitary traveller, or a poor rural person could become the central subject 

of a serious poem. 

The poet therefore challenges the assumption that only heroic or aristocratic subjects deserve 

artistic treatment. 

The dignity of ordinary human experience becomes a central Romantic principle. 

 

30. Romantic Language 

Romantic poets did not use one uniform style. 

Wordsworth advocated relatively simple language, particularly language connected with 

ordinary human speech. 



 

 

Coleridge used a richer and more mysterious vocabulary when dealing with supernatural 

subjects. 

Shelley often uses highly musical and symbolic language. 

Keats is known for sensuous and richly descriptive diction. 

Therefore, Romantic poetry should not be reduced to one particular style. 

Its common feature is the importance given to imagination, emotion, individual experience, 

and creative freedom. 

 

31. Romantic Poetry and the Lyric 

The lyric became an especially important poetic form during the Romantic period. 

A lyric poem typically expresses the thoughts or emotions of an individual speaker. 

This form was well suited to Romanticism because of its emphasis on personal experience. 

Wordsworth's poems about memory and nature, Shelley's odes, and Keats's great odes 

demonstrate the power of the lyric form. 

The lyric allowed poets to explore the inner world of consciousness in great detail. 

 

32. Romantic Poetry and the Ballad 

The ballad also became important during the Romantic period. 

Wordsworth and Coleridge used ballad-like forms in Lyrical Ballads. 

The ballad traditionally deals with: 



 

 

• ordinary people, 

• dramatic events, 

• supernatural incidents, 

• folk traditions, 

• simple narrative structures. 

Romantic poets adapted the ballad to create sophisticated literary poetry. 

Coleridge's “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” is a particularly important example of the 

literary transformation of ballad tradition. 

 

33. The Role of the Imagination in Romantic Poetry 

The imagination allows Romantic poets to transform ordinary reality. 

A cloud becomes an emotional symbol. 

A nightingale becomes a means of thinking about mortality. 

The west wind becomes a symbol of revolution and creative power. 

A natural landscape becomes a source of spiritual insight. 

A child's experience becomes a philosophical reflection on human development. 

Imagination therefore does not merely decorate reality. 

It recreates reality. 

 

34. Romantic Poetry and the Past 



 

 

Romantic poets were interested in the past, particularly: 

• medieval legends, 

• folklore, 

• ancient cultures, 

• mythology, 

• traditional songs, 

• old ballads. 

This interest in the past was partly a reaction against the rationalism and classicism of the 

eighteenth century. 

The past offered mystery, imagination, cultural memory, and alternative ways of understanding 

human existence. 

Coleridge, Keats, and Scott all demonstrate aspects of this Romantic fascination with earlier 

periods. 

 

35. The Romantic Interest in the Exotic 

Romantic poets were also attracted to distant places and cultures. 

Byron's poetry frequently uses exotic settings. 

Shelley's poetry draws upon classical and Eastern imagery. 

Keats uses Greek mythology and ancient art. 

The exotic provided Romantic writers with an imaginative escape from ordinary social life. 



 

 

It also allowed them to explore unfamiliar cultures, landscapes, and forms of experience. 

 

36. Romantic Melancholy 

Melancholy is a recurring mood in Romantic poetry. 

Romantic poets were highly conscious of: 

• mortality, 

• lost youth, 

• passing time, 

• loneliness, 

• unfulfilled desire, 

• political disappointment. 

Keats's “Ode on Melancholy” demonstrates the relationship between beauty and sadness. 

Romantic melancholy often arises from the recognition that beautiful experiences are 

temporary. 

The awareness of impermanence intensifies the appreciation of beauty. 

 

37. Major Romantic Poets 

William Wordsworth 

Wordsworth is often called the poet of nature. 



 

 

His poetry explores nature, memory, childhood, ordinary life, imagination, and human 

development. 

Important poems include: 

• “Tintern Abbey” 

• “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” 

• “Ode: Intimations of Immortality” 

• “The Solitary Reaper” 

• “Michael” 

• “The World Is Too Much with Us” 

 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Coleridge is the great poet of imagination and the supernatural. 

Important works include: 

• “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 

• “Kubla Khan” 

• “Christabel” 

• “Dejection: An Ode” 

His theoretical writings on imagination are also highly influential. 

 

Lord Byron 



 

 

Byron is associated with rebellion, individualism, freedom, satire, and the Byronic hero. 

His important works include: 

• Childe Harold's Pilgrimage 

• Don Juan 

• “She Walks in Beauty” 

The Byronic hero is typically proud, independent, rebellious, mysterious, and emotionally 

complex. 

 

Percy Bysshe Shelley 

Shelley is associated with idealism, political freedom, revolution, imagination, and lyrical 

intensity. 

Important poems include: 

• “Ode to the West Wind” 

• “To a Skylark” 

• “Adonais” 

• “The Mask of Anarchy” 

• “Mont Blanc” 

 

John Keats 



 

 

Keats is associated with beauty, art, imagination, sensuous experience, mortality, and the 

transience of life. 

Important poems include: 

• “Ode to a Nightingale” 

• “Ode on a Grecian Urn” 

• “To Autumn” 

• “Ode on Melancholy” 

• “The Eve of St Agnes” 

 

38. Major Characteristics of Romantic Poetry 

38.1 Love of Nature 

Nature is treated as a source of beauty, moral education, spiritual insight, and emotional 

comfort. 

38.2 Importance of Imagination 

Imagination transforms ordinary experience and reveals deeper realities. 

38.3 Subjectivity 

The poet's personal feelings, memories, and experiences become important poetic subjects. 

38.4 Emotional Intensity 

Romantic poetry gives significant importance to strong emotions. 

38.5 Individualism 



 

 

The individual imagination and personal freedom are highly valued. 

38.6 Interest in the Common Man 

Ordinary people become legitimate subjects of serious poetry. 

38.7 Supernaturalism 

Mystery, dreams, visions, and supernatural experiences appear frequently. 

38.8 Freedom from Rules 

Romantic poets challenge rigid classical rules and encourage artistic experimentation. 

38.9 Childhood 

Childhood is associated with innocence, imagination, and closeness to nature. 

38.10 Memory 

Memory transforms past experience into present emotional and spiritual understanding. 

38.11 Political Freedom 

Some Romantic poets strongly oppose tyranny and social oppression. 

38.12 Beauty and Mortality 

Particularly in Keats, beauty is closely connected with the awareness of death and transience. 

 

39. Romantic Poetry and the Individual Imagination 

One of the most important achievements of Romantic poetry is its emphasis on the creative 

individual. 

The poet's mind becomes an important subject of poetry. 



 

 

The external world is often presented through the consciousness of the poet. 

This means that a Romantic poem may tell us as much about the poet's mind as about the 

landscape being described. 

The poem becomes a record of perception, emotion, memory, and imagination. 

 

40. Romanticism as a Revolution in Poetry 

Romantic poetry can be considered a revolution in literary attitudes. 

It changed: 

Subject matter: from primarily elevated and classical topics toward ordinary life and personal 

experience. 

Language: toward more natural and conversational expression in Wordsworth and greater 

freedom of poetic diction generally. 

Poetic authority: from established rules toward individual imagination. 

Nature: from background scenery toward a central spiritual and psychological presence. 

Emotion: from controlled expression toward greater emotional intensity. 

Imagination: from decorative invention toward a central creative faculty. 

These changes influenced the development of later English poetry. 

 

41. Comparison Between Neoclassical and Romantic Poetry 

Neoclassical Poetry Romantic Poetry 



 

 

Reason is highly valued Imagination and emotion are highly valued 

Order and restraint Freedom and spontaneity 

Classical models Individual creativity 

Formal diction Greater linguistic freedom 

Social and public concerns Personal and subjective experience 

Urban and social settings Strong interest in nature and rural life 

Classical mythology Nature, folklore, medievalism, mythology 

Rules and decorum Experimentation 

General human types Individual personality 

Satire and didacticism Emotion, imagination, reflection 

This distinction should not be treated as absolute. Romantic poets also used reason, classical 

literature, satire, and formal poetic structures. The table simply identifies the dominant 

tendencies of the two periods. 

 

42. Romantic Poetry and the Modern Age 

The influence of Romantic poetry continues far beyond the nineteenth century. 

Modern poets continue to explore: 

• individual identity, 

• environmental concerns, 



 

 

• political freedom, 

• childhood, 

• memory, 

• psychological experience, 

• imagination, 

• alienation, 

• beauty and mortality. 

The Romantic emphasis on the individual's relationship with nature has become particularly 

relevant in contemporary environmental thought. 

The Romantic poets therefore remain important not merely as historical figures but as writers 

whose concerns continue to speak to modern readers. 

 

43. Critical Evaluation 

Romantic poetry transformed English literature by changing the understanding of poetry itself. 

It demonstrated that poetry could emerge from ordinary experience and personal emotion. 

It elevated nature from decorative background to a central subject of philosophical and spiritual 

reflection. 

It gave imagination a major role in artistic creation. 

It encouraged poets to challenge established literary conventions. 

At the same time, Romantic poetry should not be idealized as purely spontaneous or anti-

intellectual. 



 

 

The major Romantic poets were highly educated writers who carefully constructed their poems. 

Wordsworth's poetry is deeply philosophical, Coleridge's poetry is supported by complex 

theories of imagination, Shelley combines political thought with lyrical idealism, Byron 

combines satire with political and psychological insight, and Keats combines sensuous imagery 

with philosophical reflection. 

Romantic poetry is therefore both emotional and intellectual, spontaneous and carefully 

constructed. 

 

44. Conclusion 

Romantic Poetry represents a major turning point in the history of English literature. 

Emerging from the political, social, and intellectual changes of the late eighteenth century, 

Romanticism challenged the dominance of classical rules, formal restraint, and excessive 

dependence on reason. 

The publication of Lyrical Ballads in 1798 marked a decisive moment in the development of 

English Romantic poetry. Wordsworth and Coleridge established new possibilities for poetic 

expression by emphasizing ordinary life, nature, emotion, imagination, memory, and the 

supernatural. 

The later Romantic poets expanded these possibilities in different directions. Byron 

emphasized rebellion and individual freedom; Shelley expressed political idealism and 

revolutionary imagination; Keats explored beauty, art, mortality, and sensuous experience; 

Blake explored innocence, experience, imagination, and social oppression. 



 

 

Romantic poetry ultimately transformed the conception of the poet and the poetic imagination. 

It demonstrated that ordinary experience could contain profound meaning and that nature could 

become a source of moral and spiritual knowledge. 

Its lasting achievement lies in its belief that imagination can transform experience into art 

and that poetry can reveal dimensions of human life inaccessible to ordinary perception. 

 

Chapter Summary 

Romantic Poetry developed in England during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 

centuries and is generally associated with the publication of Lyrical Ballads in 1798. 

The movement emerged partly as a reaction against Neoclassical emphasis on reason, order, 

restraint, and classical rules. 

The French Revolution, Industrial Revolution, growth of individualism, and changing social 

conditions influenced Romantic poets. 

The major characteristics of Romantic poetry include: 

• love of nature, 

• imagination, 

• emotion, 

• individualism, 

• subjectivity, 

• interest in childhood, 

• memory, 



 

 

• supernaturalism, 

• freedom from rigid rules, 

• sympathy for ordinary people, 

• political freedom, 

• fascination with beauty and mortality. 

Wordsworth emphasized nature, ordinary life, memory, and emotion. 

Coleridge emphasized imagination and the supernatural. 

Byron emphasized rebellion, individualism, freedom, and satire. 

Shelley emphasized idealism, revolution, imagination, and political freedom. 

Keats emphasized beauty, art, sensuous experience, and mortality. 

Blake explored innocence, experience, imagination, and social oppression. 

Romantic poetry changed English literature by placing the individual imagination, emotional 

experience, and relationship with nature at the centre of poetic creation. 

 

Key Terms 

Romanticism: A literary and cultural movement emphasizing imagination, emotion, nature, 

individuality, and freedom. 

Romantic Poetry: Poetry associated with the Romantic movement, particularly the late 

eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 

Lyrical Ballads: A collection by Wordsworth and Coleridge first published in 1798 and 

traditionally regarded as a landmark of English Romanticism. 



 

 

Imagination: The creative power through which the poet transforms and reinterprets 

experience. 

Subjectivity: The emphasis on personal feelings, perceptions, and individual experience. 

Sublime: An overwhelming experience of beauty, power, vastness, or terror beyond ordinary 

understanding. 

Pantheism: A view associated with the idea that the divine is present throughout nature. 

Negative Capability: Keats's idea of remaining in uncertainties and mysteries without an 

immediate demand for rational resolution. 

Individualism: Emphasis on the individual's freedom, identity, imagination, and personal 

experience. 

Carpe Diem: The idea of making use of the present because life is temporary; an idea relevant 

to some Romantic poetry, though more strongly associated with earlier traditions. 

Byronic Hero: A proud, rebellious, mysterious, independent, and emotionally complex figure 

associated particularly with Byron. 

Nature Poetry: Poetry in which nature becomes a major subject and source of emotional, 

philosophical, or spiritual meaning. 

 

Important Romantic Poets and Their Major Concerns 

Poet Major Concerns 

William Blake Innocence, experience, imagination, social oppression 



 

 

William Wordsworth Nature, memory, childhood, ordinary life, emotion 

S. T. Coleridge Imagination, supernaturalism, mystery, psychology 

Lord Byron Rebellion, freedom, individualism, satire 

P. B. Shelley Revolution, idealism, freedom, imagination 

John Keats Beauty, art, nature, mortality, sensuous experience 

 

Important Poems for Study 

William Wordsworth 

• “Tintern Abbey” 

• “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” 

• “The World Is Too Much with Us” 

• “The Solitary Reaper” 

• “Ode: Intimations of Immortality” 

S. T. Coleridge 

• “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 

• “Kubla Khan” 

• “Christabel” 

• “Dejection: An Ode” 

Lord Byron 



 

 

• Childe Harold's Pilgrimage 

• Don Juan 

• “She Walks in Beauty” 

P. B. Shelley 

• “Ode to the West Wind” 

• “To a Skylark” 

• “Adonais” 

• “The Mask of Anarchy” 

• “Mont Blanc” 

John Keats 

• “Ode to a Nightingale” 

• “Ode on a Grecian Urn” 

• “To Autumn” 

• “Ode on Melancholy” 

• “The Eve of St Agnes” 

William Blake 

• “The Lamb” 

• “The Tyger” 

• “London” 

• “The Chimney Sweeper” 



 

 

• Songs of Innocence and of Experience 

 

Review Questions 

Short-Answer Questions 

1. What is Romanticism? 

2. When did Romantic poetry develop in England? 

3. Why is Lyrical Ballads important in the history of Romantic poetry? 

4. What are the major characteristics of Romantic poetry? 

5. Explain Wordsworth's concept of poetry. 

6. What is the importance of nature in Romantic poetry? 

7. What is the meaning of the term “sublime”? 

8. Explain Coleridge's contribution to Romantic poetry. 

9. What is Negative Capability? 

10. Who is known as the poet of nature? 

11. What is the Byronic Hero? 

12. Discuss the importance of imagination in Romantic poetry. 

13. Why is childhood important in Wordsworth's poetry? 

14. What is the relationship between beauty and mortality in Keats? 

15. How does Shelley connect poetry with political freedom? 

Long-Answer Questions 



 

 

1. Discuss the major characteristics of Romantic Poetry. 

2. Examine the historical and intellectual background of the Romantic movement. 

3. Discuss the significance of Lyrical Ballads in the development of English 

Romanticism. 

4. Examine Wordsworth as a Romantic poet. 

5. Discuss the treatment of nature in Wordsworth's poetry. 

6. Explain Coleridge's theory of imagination and its importance to Romantic poetry. 

7. Discuss supernaturalism in the poetry of S. T. Coleridge. 

8. Examine the role of imagination in Romantic poetry. 

9. Discuss the treatment of political freedom in the poetry of Shelley and Byron. 

10. Examine John Keats as a poet of beauty and mortality. 

11. Discuss the concept of Negative Capability in Keats. 

12. Examine Blake's treatment of innocence and experience. 

13. Compare Neoclassical and Romantic poetry. 

14. Discuss the relationship between Romantic poetry and the French Revolution. 

15. Examine the significance of nature in the Romantic imagination. 

16. “Romantic poetry is the poetry of imagination and emotion.” Discuss. 

17. Discuss the contribution of the major Romantic poets to English literature. 

18. Examine Romantic poetry as a reaction against eighteenth-century Neoclassicism. 

 



 

 

 


